
 
 
 
 

 H.R. 3225, the Community Agriculture Development and Jobs Act 
Farmers’ Market Provisions 

 
The Community Agriculture Development and Jobs Act works to strengthen and increase the number of 
farmers’ markets in the United States.  Below are some of the key provisions designed to support our 
nation’s farmers’ markets.  More information about the bill can be found at http://kaptur.house.gov.  
 
Creating Jobs             
According to a study by the Union of Concerned Scientists, an individual farmers’ market creates 
between 2.4 to 5.4 jobs.  The study also states that by reauthorizing the Agricultural Marketing Service’s 
Farmers’ Market Promotion Program (FMPP), between 1,200 to 13,500 jobs could be created.  These 
estimated job creation numbers are based on the current FMPP funding level of $10 million. 
 
The Community Agriculture Development and Jobs Act not only reauthorizes the FMPP, it increases its 
funding fivefold to $50 million.  This could result in up to 67,500 jobs being created. 
 
Supporting Farmers’ Markets           
The average farmers’ market budget is about $2,000.  An estimated 59 percent of farmers’ markets rely 
exclusively on volunteers.  However, sales at farmers’ markets with paid managers are five times higher 
than farmers’ markets with unpaid managers. 
 
The Community Agriculture Development and Jobs Act increases funding for the FMPP and expands the 
program’s ability to fund a much wider array of projects to provide support for a market’s budget.  
Specifically the bill would also permit FMPP funds to be used to: 

 Construct new farmers’ markets 

 Improve or rehab existing markets 

 Purchase equipment 

 Provide for professional development 

 Establish satellite locations in order to increase sales in underserved areas 

 Provide loan and loan guarantees  
 
Furthermore, the Community Agriculture Development and Jobs Act increases funding for the Senior 
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP).  Increasing the SFMNP will help provide a baseline market 
to support financial stability at farmers’ markets. 
 
Better Understanding the Needs of Farmers’ Markets        
The Community Agriculture Development and Jobs Act requires the Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to include farmers’ markets in the Census of Agriculture and publish a separate annual 
report on farmers’ markets.  The Secretary would be required to publish information on farmers’ 
markets such as size, location, operational capacity, economic information, products typically sold, 
methods of payments, profit margin and expenses. 
 
**All facts, job estimates, and financial estimates were based on the Market Forces, Creating Jobs through Public Investment in 
Local and Regional Food Systems published by the Union of Concerned Scientists or come from reports conducted by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 
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