
 
 
 
 

Quick Summary of H.R. 3225, the Community Agriculture Development and Jobs Act 
 
The Community Agriculture Development and Jobs Act will create jobs by diversifying agricultural 
production in communities not traditionally associated with agriculture.  Below are some of the key 
components of the legislation.  More information will be made available at http://kaptur.house.gov.  
 
Office of Community Agriculture          
Despite the fact that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has many programs and authorities, 
there is little focus on developing agriculture outside of rural areas.  Congresswoman Kaptur’s bill 
establishes the Office of Community Agriculture, which would be headed by a Director appointed by the 
USDA Secretary.  The Director’s primary responsibility would be to ensure that all agencies within USDA 
coordinate authorities to promote community agriculture.   
 
More specifically, the Director would be responsible for coordinating USDA efforts to eliminate 
shortages of affordable fresh foods products; support educational initiatives promoting the 
consumption of locally produced foods; strengthening local food systems; supporting sustainable food 
systems; and ensure that Federal nutrition assistance programs support community agriculture. 
 
Community Agriculture Outreach Program         
In an effort to start or expand community agriculture initiatives, the Congresswoman’s legislation 
creates the Community Agriculture Outreach Program and authorizes $20 Million for the program.  
Community organizations, municipalities, institutions of higher education, non-profit organizations, and 
local school districts would be eligible for grants up to $500,000. 
 
The program could fund projects that encourage the production of local foods; strengthen local food 
distribution systems; create sustainable food systems; create opportunities to consume fresh fruits and 
vegetables; and that promote local agricultural processing. 
 
Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) and Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP)  
Farmers markets serve as a great location for potential community agriculture farmers to sell their 
locally grown agricultural products, especially to low-income seniors.  Consequently, Congresswoman 
Kaptur’s bill increases funding for the Farmers Market Promotion Program to $50 Million per year and 
increases funding for the Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition Program up to $100 Million in 2018. 
 
Community Agriculture Research Initiative         
Congresswoman Kaptur’s Community Agriculture Development and Jobs Act establishes a research 
program dedicated to conducting scientific research on the needs of promoting and enhancing 
agricultural production solely in nontraditional communities. 
 
Community Agriculture in U.S. Department of Agriculture Performance Goals     
In order to monitor USDA’s progress in promoting and enhancing agriculture production in 
nontraditional communities, Congresswoman Kaptur’s legislation requires USDA to incorporate its 
activities in the Department’s yearly performance plans and program performance reports. 

http://kaptur.house.gov/

